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it. To call a person "an old shoe" is the very last insult
possible; the reason is due to the condition of the town
streets. In the newer streets of some cities sidewalks
are being built, but the inhabitants seem to regard them
as useful mainly for displaying their goods, as places
where they may sit and smoke hubble-bubble pipes, gos-
sip, play backgammon, do tailoring—anything but let
pedestrians walk. Local residents still promenade in the
middle of the street.
In recent years the street dogs have been removed,
either "deported," as from Constantinople by the Turks
to a desert island in the Marmara and left to die of
hunger and thirst, or, more humanely, poisoned in some
of the Syrian cities when there have been cases of rabies.
This treatment was regarded as too cruel in certain quar-
ters of the Syrian city, Beirut, and the conservative in-
habitants enticed the street dogs into their houses and
fed them until the poisoning campaign was past. The
nest step was the importation into Beirut from Sidon of
a ship load of these natural scavengers.
Sewage systems are virtually unknown in Eastern
cities. There are two or three sewers in Beirut emptying
into the sea, but even their construction meets with seri-
ous opposition and obstruction on the part of the inhabi-
tants and even officials who say "it would harm the fish."
The universal method of disposal of sewage in the cities
is in cesspools. As far as I know, the American Univer-
sity and the Johanniter Hospital at Beirut have the only
septic tank systems in the East. In the towns and vil-
lages of the mountains the ordinary out of doors out-
house, with a narrow slit in the floor, is the usual accom-
modation. This lack of sanitation and use of primitive
methods, especially when coupled with a primitive water
supply, is the cause of very disastrous epidemics of
cholera and typhoid.
In Syria there has been a wide movement for good

